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COLLIE RIVER BASIN — SALINITY LEVELS 

Statement by Minister for Water 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [12.10 pm]: I rise today to comment on the progress of this 
government’s election commitment to undertake an independent review into options for the reduction of salinity 
levels in the Collie River basin. An independent review costing $250 000 has been initiated. The terms of 
reference for the review provide for an independent consultant to examine submissions from interested parties 
that provide options to reduce the salinity in the Collie River basin. To assist in the process, a steering committee 
has been formed with representatives from the departments of Water, Treasury and Finance, and Agriculture and 
Food. This group will oversee the process of engaging an independent consultant and will assist in reviewing the 
final recommendations. The review is expected to be completed by September 2009.  

To date considerable interest has been expressed by individuals, industry and private enterprise, generating a 
high expectation that submissions will encompass a variety of innovative options and initiatives for the whole of 
the Collie basin, upstream and downstream from the Wellington reservoir. The reduction of salinity levels in the 
Wellington reservoir is expected to provide fit-for-purpose water for users in the area. It will also make available 
water for the establishment of industries in the south west region. Successive state governments over the past 
three to four decades have implemented mitigation options in the Collie River basin. Clearing controls and 
revegetation have been explored, and in more recent years, engineering options such as diversion have been 
piloted. The option of desalination has also been proposed. Current high salinity levels in the Wellington 
reservoir mean that irrigators in the Collie and Harvey irrigation districts do not have access to irrigation quality 
water. The outcome of the review will enable farming to be more water efficient thus more productive and this 
will provide positive flow-on effects for the region and the Western Australian community as a whole. This 
independent review of all available salinity reduction measures will provide a cornerstone upon which a plan of 
action for the region can be constructed. 
 


